
Hello Rotarians and Rotaractors, I hope you have had a wonderful week and enjoyed the long weekend. The weather here on
the coast has been full of sunshine and warmth. Have you been someone’s sunshine this week, when their skies are grey?

I had a late-night (10.30pm) start to this week as Dr Ray Hodgson was giving an update on the Mothers and Babies Hospital in
Nepal to his supporters of the Global Grant in USA. They have now organised an organisation, the Rotary Disaster Network of
Assistance, Rotary Action Group, which enables Americans to donate to the project and receive tax deductibility, like our
RAWCS. Dr Ray is the International Services Director for the Rotary Club of Port Macquarie and has worked in India, Thailand
and Nepal. In 2019 he was the recipient of the Rotary Humanitarian of the Year Award. The zoom meeting was attended by
many Rotarians including club members from Charlotte USA Top of the Week Club, the current DG7680 Mike Walker, PDG
David Hare who initiated the US response to support the Global Grant for the equipment for the Mothers and Babies
Hospital. Also, in attendance was RID Peter Kyle, and a Rotarian from Jamaica. Dr Ray gave an insight into the background of
his work and the statistics in respect of the maternal and infant mortality rates in Nepal along with the prevalence of serious
prolapse and women needing urgent surgery. Charlotte Top of the Week club has been involved in some environmental work
in clearing their river waterways. Approximately 2000 volunteers helped clean the riverbanks and dispose of plastic and
discarded waste. Great project and well supported.

Tuesday morning after a couple of hours sleep, I headed off the Taree on Manning Sunrise group, hosted by President Richelle
Murray. I was a little later arriving due to a truck accident on the Pacific Highway, so apologies for that. AG Laurie greeted me
with a ‘good afternoon’ OUCH! It was smooth sailing after that we enjoyed a great breakfast in the Centre Point Arcade in
Taree, after which I gave my presentation on ‘Making Membership Memorable’. The club is engaged with other Rotary Clubs
in Cluster 4 in the enhancement of the Bicentennial Gardens. They have been looking at grants to support this project,
partnering with the Friends of Browns Creek and local Council. It was good to see a cluster working together and really
epitomises the Rotary International Mission statement of “Together we see a world unite and take action to create lasting
change, across the globe, in our communities and in ourselves” They are also heavily involved with the River Stage Project on
the Manning River. I have attached some photos taken on the day and can commend you to go along and look. Please keep an
eye out in next weeks ENews for an exciting invitation to watch/attend the River Stage Opening extravaganza on November
6th, in support of the Manning Music Program of the Australian Children’s Music Foundation. 

After a slight detour to the office I managed to front up at Hastings Rotaract that evening. Always good fun at Rotaract and I
learn something every time I go. Henry Ford wrote ‘Anyone who stops learning is old, whether at 20 years or 80 years, anyone
who keeps learning stays young!” So, here’s to being young at heart! Rotaract was of course a hybrid meeting, ably facilitated
by President Jack Wilson, who seems to be able to perfect all that he does in whatever role. 😊 AG Phil Hafey attended in
person and I thank him for his support and wisdom. Looking in from zoom was DGE David Mayne, who is also the Rotaract
Chair for the District, District Rotaract Representative Laura Telford  currently in Adelaide and Loris Hendy Youth Director
from Wauchope Rotary Club. 
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MUSINGS FROM DG DEBBIE CONT.
R o t a r a c t  i s  i n v o l v e d  i n  m a n y  p r o j e c t s  i n c l u d i n g  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  h o m e l e s s ,  O r a n g e  S k y

L a u n d r y ,  M e n t a l  I l l  h e a l t h ,  H e a d s p a c e ,  B l a c k  D o g  I n s t i t u t e  a n d  L i f e l i n e .  T h e  c l u b  i s  i n v o l v e d

i n  a  b l o o d  d r i v e  d u r i n g  t h i s  O c t o b e r  a s  i t  h a s  b e e n  i n  t h e  p a s t .  T h e  a r e  f a c i l i t a t i n g  a  M e n t a l

H e a l t h  B a l l  i n  M a r c h  2 0 2 1 .  S o m e  o f  t h e i r  i d e a s  g o i n g  f o r w a r d  a r e  t o  s u p p o r t  R Y L A  n e x t  M a y ,

c o n v e n e  a  “ D o  i t  f o r  D o l l y ”  d a y  i n  M a y  2 0 2 1  a n d  d o n a t e  a n d  s u p p o r t  S t o r y  D o g s .  I  h a d n ’ t

h e a r d  o f  t h i s  o n e  b e f o r e .  I t  w a s  e x p l a i n e d  t o  m e  t h a t  t h e y  s p o n s o r  a  c o m p a n i o n  d o g  t o  v i s i t

p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  i s o l a t e d ,  u n w e l l  o f  r e c e i v i n g  o n g o i n g  n u r s i n g  c a r e .  T h i s  i s  c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e

a t  i t s  b e s t !  W e  t a l k e d  a b o u t  P r o f e s s i o n a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  t h e  R o t a r y  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h

T o a s t m a s t e r s .  T h e  c l u b  i s  l o o k i n g  a t  w a y s  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  t h i s  i n t o  t h e i r  p r o g r a m .

W e d n e s d a y ,  I  t r a v e l l e d  t o  S o u t h  W e s t  R o c k s  t o  m e e t  w i t h  P r e s i d e n t  M u n i  O s b o r n e ,  h e r  b o a r d

o f  d i r e c t o r s  a n d  c l u b  m e m b e r s ,  a t  t h e  S o u t h  W e s t  R o c k s  C o u n t r y  C l u b .  S o u t h  W e s t  R o c k s  c l u b

i s  a  s m a l l  c l u b  t h a t  i s  n o w  i n d u c t i n g  s o m e  n e w  m e m b e r s  f r o m  d i v e r s e  b a c k g r o u n d s  t h a t  a d d  t o

t h e  c u l t u r a l  r i c h n e s s  o f  t h e  c l u b .  T h e  c l u b  a r e  b i g  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  Y o u t h  i n c l u d i n g  P u b l i c

S p e a k i n g ,  Y E P ,  M e r c y  S h i p s ,  R i d i n g  f o r  t h e  D i s a b l e d ,  S t u d e n t  s p o n s o r s h i p ,  b o o k s  a s  p r i z e s  f o r

s c h o o l s  i n  t h e i r  d i s t r i c t ,  P C Y C ,  a n d  t h e  C l o n t a r f  F o u n d a t i o n .  T h e y  a r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  m a n y

f u n d r a i s i n g  i d e a s  b u t  o n e  I  t h o u g h t  w a s  d i f f e r e n t  w a s  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  a  R o t a r y  c o l l e c t i o n  t i n

i n  t h e  s h o p s  a r o u n d  t o w n ,  a s k i n g  f o r  p e o p l e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  l o c a l  c h a r i t i e s  a n d  s t u d e n t s ,  b y

d e p o s i t i n g  t h e i r  s m a l l  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  t i n s .  I  h a v e  s e e n  t h i s  d o n e  m a n y  t i m e s  b y  o t h e r

o r g a n i s a t i o n s  b u t  n o t  a  R o t a r y  C l u b .  G o o d  w o r k  S o u t h  W e s t  R o c k s  C l u b !

S a t u r d a y  m o r n i n g  I  v i s i t e d  m y  o w n  c l u b  w h o  w e r e  i n  t h e  f i n a l  d a y s  o f  t h e i r  b o o k  s a l e  I n  P o r t

M a c q u a r i e . T h i s  m o n t h  w e  w e r e  l u c k y  e n o u g h  t o  g e t  t h e  u s e  o f  a  s h o p  t h a t  w a s  w a i t i n g  f o r  n e w

t e n a n t s .  I t s  o f t e n  s a i d  i t s  n o t  w h a t  y o u  k n o w ,  b u t  w h o  y o u  k n o w ,  s o  t h a n k  y o u  t o  P P  B o b

C l e l a n d  f o r  s o m e  q u i c k  t h i n k i n g  a n d  f a s t  a c t i n g  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  p r e m i s e s . T h e  l a r g e  o p e n  s h o p

w a s  p e r f e c t  t o  d i s p l a y  s o m e  2 0 , 0 0 0  b o o k s  a n d  a  d e l i g h t  t o  s h o p  i n .  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  s t e a d y

s t r e a m  o f  c u s t o m e r s  a l l  w e e k  a n d  i t  w a s  g o o d  t o  s e e  s o  m a n y  b o o k s  f i n d i n g  a  n e w  h o m e .

W o r k i n g  i n  t a n d e m  t o d a y  w a s  o u r  b o o k  s h o p / s t o r e  i n  t h e  R o t a r y  C o m m u n i t y  B u i l d i n g  o n

H a s t i n g s  R i v e r  D r i v e .  M a n n e d  b y  a n o t h e r  f o u r  R o t a r i a n s  t h e y  w e r e  a l s o  d o i n g  p l e n t y  o f

R o t a r y  b u s i n e s s .  W e l l  d o n e  t o  P r e s i d e n t  E l i z a b e t h  F i e l d i n g ,  C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e s  D i r e c t o r  P h i l

P e r r y  a n d  a l l  t h e  c l u b  m e m b e r s  w h o  h a v e  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  b o o k  s a l e s  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s .  T h i s  w a s

a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  e f f o r t  i n  d i f f i c u l t  t i m e s .

D i s t r i c t  P r o j e c t  L I F E L I N E  -  t h e  b a n k i n g  d e t a i l s  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :  - R o t a r y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D i s t r i c t

9 6 5 0  I n c .  B S B :  9 3 2  0 0 0  A c c o u n t :  1 0 0 4 5 3 8 2 0

R e m e m b e r ,  

Opportunities are like sunrises – If you wait too long you miss
them!



THE LITTLE BLUE SHED
T h e  L i t t l e  B l u e  S h e d  i s  a  p r o j e c t  d e s i g n e d  t o  p r o v i d e  s k i l l s  t o  t h e  m o s t  v u l n e r a b l e  y o u n g

p e o p l e  a n d  w o m e n  i n  S o r o t i ,  U g a n d a .  

T h e  p r o j e c t  w a s  s t a r t e d  a n d  i s  r u n  b y  T a n j a  C u r c i c ,   a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  R o t a r y  C l u b  o f

T a r e e  w h o  i s  c u r r e n t l y  l i v i n g  i n  U g a n d a .

T h e  l a t e s t  p l a n  i s  t o  i m p l e m e n t  a  p r o j e c t  c a l l e d  R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  a n d  E m p o w e r m e n t ,   w i t h

t r a i n i n g  w o r k s h o p s  t o  t e a c h  a  v a r i e t y  o f  l i f e  a n d  p a r e n t i n g  s k i l l s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t e a c h i n g

i n c o m e  g e n e r a t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d i n g  s e w i n g  a n d  m a k i n g  j e w e l l e r y  f a s h i o n  i t e m s  f r o m

r e c y c l e d  m a t e r i a l s .  

T h e  R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  T a r e e  i s  s u p p o r t i n g  T a n j a  w i t h  t h i s  h e r  o u t s t a n d i n g  w o r k  i n  U g a n d a

w i t h  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a  D i s t r i c t  R o t a r y  F o u n d a t i o n  G r a n t .  D G  D e b b i e  h a s  e n d o r s e d  t h e

p r o j e c t  a n d  c l u b s  w i t h i n  D i s t r i c t  9 6 5 0  a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  p r o j e c t  b y

c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  G r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

W h i l e  m o n e y  w i l l  n o t  b e  n e e d e d  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  G r a n t  i s  a p p r o v e d  ( e a r l y  2 0 2 1 ) ,  w e

w o u l d  n e e d  a  c o m m i t m e n t  b y  O c t o b e r  2 3 r d  t o  m e e t  t h e  c l o s i n g  d a t e .

P l e a s e  a d v i s e  P D G  I a n  D y b a l l  b y  e m a i l  a t  i d y b a l l @ o z e m a i l . c o m . a u  o r  f o r  m o r e

i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a c t  I a n  o n  0 4 2 7  9 3 1  3 3 3

MAKE MEMBERSHIP MEMORABLE 

D i s t r i c t  M e m b e r s h i p  D i r e c t o r  J e n n y  S i n c l a i r  i s  e n c o u r a g i n g  m e m b e r s  t o  l i s t e n  t o  a

p r e s e n t a t i o n  b y  M i c h a e l  M c Q u e e n  w h o  s p o k e  r e c e n t l y  o n  m e m b e r s h i p  a t  a  f u n c t i o n  i n

D 9 7 0 5 .  T h e  w e b i n a r  w a s  i n c r e d i b l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d   w a s  o r g a n i s e d  b y  D i s t r i c t  9 7 0 5

M e m b e r s h i p  C o m m i t t e e  C o -  C h a i r s  M a r y  B r e l l  a n d  J u d y  F o r d .   C l i c k  h e r e  t o  s e e  i t .
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ROTARACT PODCAST
I n  h e r  r o l e  a s  R o t a r a c t  A u s t r a l i a

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  D i r e c t o r ,  D i s t r i c t

R o t a r a c t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  L a u r a

T e l f o r d  h a s  c r e a t e d  a  R o t a r a c t

p o d c a s t .

T h e  p o d c a s t  i s  c a l l e d  C h a t s  b y

R o t a r a c t  A u s t r a l i a .

S h e  i s  i n t e r v i e w i n g  R o t a r a c t o r s  a n d

R o t a r i a n s  a r o u n d  t h e  c o u n t r y  s h a r i n g

e x c i t i n g  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  h o w

R o t a r a c t o r s  a r e  c o n t i n u i n g  t o

c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  w o r l d .

h e  e p i s o d e s  a r e  a v a l i a b l e  o n  A p p l e

P o d c a s t ,  S p o t i f y  i H e a r t R a d i o  a n d

e v e r y w h e r e  y o u  w o u l d  l i s t e n  t o  a

p o d c a s t .  

O R  y o u  c a n  c l i c k  h e r e  a n d  l i s t e n !

OCTOBER RDU
T h e  l a t e s t  e d i t i o n  o f  R o t a r y  D o w n

U n d e r  i s  n o w  o u t .  I t  i s  f i l l e d  w i t h  l o t s

o f  g r e a t  a r t i c l e s  i n c l u d i n g  a  d o u b l e

p a g e  s p r e a d  o f  D R R  L a u r a  a n d  h e r

R o t a r a c t  A u s t r a l i a  p o d c a s t .  C h e c k  i t

o u t  n o w .

C l i c k  h e r e  t o  s e e  R D U .

WORLD POLIO DAY
P o l i o m y e l i t i s  i s  a  h i g h l y  i n f e c t i o u s  d i s e a s e  t h a t  m o s t  c o m m o n l y  a f f e c t s  c h i l d r e n  u n d e r

t h e  a g e  o f  5 .  M o s t  k n o w  i t  a s  p o l i o v i r u s .  T h e  v i r u s  i s  s p r e a d  p e r s o n  t o  p e r s o n ,  t y p i c a l l y

t h r o u g h  c o n t a m i n a t e d  w a t e r .  I t  c a n  a t t a c k  t h e  n e r v o u s  s y s t e m ,  a n d  i n  s o m e  i n s t a n c e s ,

l e a d  t o  p a r a l y s i s .  A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  n o  c u r e ,  t h e r e  i s  a  s a f e  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  v a c c i n e  –  o n e

w h i c h  R o t a r y  a n d  o u r  p a r t n e r s  u s e  t o  i m m u n i z e  o v e r  2 . 5  b i l l i o n  c h i l d r e n  w o r l d w i d e .

H e a d  t o  t h e  o f f i c i a l  E n d  P o l i o  N o w  w e b s i t e  t o  p l a n  e v e n t s  f o r  W o r l d  P o l i o  D a y  o n

O c t o b e r  2 4 .  

C l i c k  h e r e  f o r  m o r e .

https://open.spotify.com/show/50TyklK7ze6JZ1prj9Ju6g
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/Q3XavYd33UFgRDLT0luBvNezPVM_kSBic6ykvMTkEJ_5MALc9vmDN2--T72Ed_afaXjG2oJMK7XW3KbK.CSH7QvRRoM0yn2zV?startTime=1594711840000&_x_zm_rtaid=CrEj78eZQCmawlw12kS3qw.1602220992187.b774efa6f68165d53562ac72c01c0aa8&_x_zm_rhtaid=198
https://open.spotify.com/show/50TyklK7ze6JZ1prj9Ju6g
http://epubs.media/rotarydownunder/ezine/2020/632/
https://www.endpolio.org/world-polio-day
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D i s t r i c t  g r a n t s  a r e  f u n d e d  f r o m

F o u n d a t i o n  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  m a d e  b y  D i s t r i c t

9 6 5 0  3  y e a r s  a g o  ( s o   y o u  c a n  s e e  h o w

i m p o r t a n t  i t  i s  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  R o t a r y

F o u n d a t i o n ! ) .

T h i s  i s  o u r  m o n e y  t o  b e   s p e n t  i n  o u r

D i s t r i c t  t o  s u p p o r t  p r o j e c t s  b o t h  l o c a l l y

a n d  o v e r s e a s ,  t o  a  v a l u e  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

 A U D 4 , 0 0 0  e a c h .  L a s t  y e a r  T h e  D i s t r i c t  E -

C l u b  a p p l i e d  t o  c o m m e n c e  a n  o b s t a c l e

c o u r s e  a t  E b o r  s c h o o l ,  P o r t  M a c q u a r i e

w i s h e d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a n

o u t d o o r  s e n s o r y  g a r d e n  a t  P o r t   M a c q u a r i e

H e a l t h  U n i t ,  T a m w o r t h  a p p l i e d  f o r  f u n d i n g

f o r  p u s h b i k e s  f o r  m i g r a n t  s t u d e n t s .  

E v e r y  a p p l i c a t i o n  w a s  b a s e d  o n  c o m m u n i t y

c o n s u l t a t i o n  a n d  h o w  t h e  p r o j e c t  w o u l d

m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e  t o   t h e  r e c i p i e n t s ,  b e

t h e y  r e s i d e n t s  i n  a g e d  c a r e ,  s t u d e n t s  a t

t h e  l o c a l  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l ,  o r  t h e  l o c a l  

 p o p u l a t i o n  g e n e r a l l y .  

T h e s e  p r o j e c t s  m i g h t  b e  s m a l l  y e t  c a n

m a k e  a  h u g e  d i f f e r e n c e  w h e n  c o m p l e t e d .

E v e r y  c l u b  i n   D i s t r i c t  9 6 5 0  h a s  t h e

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a p p l y  f o r  a  g r a n t  t o  “ m a k e  a

d i f f e r e n c e ” .  

A p p l i c a t i o n s  m u s t  b e   i n  b y  3 1  O c t o b e r  s o

p l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  a p p l y i n g  f o r  y o u r  c l u b ’ s

g r a n t  s o o n e r  r a t h e r  t h a n  l e a v i n g  i t  t o   t h e

l a s t  m i n u t e .  A l l  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e  o n

t h e  D i s t r i c t  w e b s i t e .  I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  y o u r

c l u b ’ s  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a   p r o j e c t  t h a t  w i l l

u p h o l d  o u r  R o t a r y  v a l u e s  o f  “ S e r v i c e

A b o v e  S e l f ” .  

A p p l i c a t i o n s  t o  E l i z a b e t h  T o l l i s ,  P  O  B o x

5 1 9 0  H a l l i d a y s  P o i n t  2 4 3 0  o r  E m a i l  t o

e l i z a b e t h . t o l l i s @ g m a i l . c o m  

C a l l  E l i z a b e t h  o n  0 4 3 8 9 8 2 3 0 1  i f  y o u  h a v e

a n y  q u e s t i o n s .

DISTRICT GRANTS

A t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  e - n e w s  t h i s  w e e k  i s

i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  D 9 6 5 0  C o u n c i l  o n

L e g i s l a t i o n  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P D G  B o b  R y a n

o n  m a t t e r s  b e f o r e  t h e  C o u n c i l  o n

L e g i s l a t i o n .  P l e a s e  r e a d  a n d  a c t i o n

a c c o r d i n g l y  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .  A n y

q u e s t i o n s  g e t  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  h i m  d i r e c t l y :

M ) :  0 4 0 9 4 5 7 7 0 5

( E ) :  r y a n m b 5 @ o u t l o o k . c o m

COUNCIL ON

LEGISLATION

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81511019184



