
Hello again, well this week I have spent visiting all the Armidale and clubs with a quick trip down the mountain to Dorrigo on
Wednesday evening.

Monday I was at Armidale North club hosted by PDG Bob Ryan. The club had three candidates for NYSF this year which is a
great effort for a small club. President Bob has vocational visits planned to the Ascent Group, Backtrack, Salvation Army and
the CWA. You may remember that during the drought the Irish group travelled to our district with 500,000 bottles of water
and 500,00 litres of bulk water for the bushfire relief effort. Armidale North arranged delivery of the bottled water to the
Rotary Clubs of Walcha, Uralla, Guyra, Dorrigo and Tenterfield for those in need. One of the most amazing things about this
project was that the bottles were recycled at the return and earn and made $7000, how good is that. Those bottles just kept
on giving. The club is working with local Armidale High Schools, also Uralla, Walcha, Guyra, Bundarra n conjunction with New
England Regional Art Museum (NERAM) to create an annual art competition for years 10, 11 and 12 students. They have
received wonderful support and are currently working with the Armidale Regional Council for the use of the town hall. Their
vision is to combine the competition into the Annual Autumn Festival. If that wasn’t enough the members are involved in
supporting Meals on Wheels. My thanks to PDG Bob and Margaret for hosting me this week and providing me with my
favourite, breakfast, lunch and dinner (Lambs fry and bacon) :-0!

Tuesday I was a guest at the Armidale club hosted by President Hugh Beattie. On the afternoon of my visit they picked my up
and I toured a couple of their big projects. We went to the cemetery where they have in consultation with the council have
secured a piece of land just for the Ezidi people. There are over 600 Ezidi people in Armidale. The burial plots have a rock wall
and plantings completed by the club and the Ezidi people and is sensitively placed with a sign to be erected by Armidale
Regional Council. We travelled on to another project called the Ezidi Agricultural Project. Rotarians have donated 2 lots of 10
acres on their properties for the Ezidi people to have a community garden. The project was begun in conjunction with
Northern Settlement Services (NSS) and the Regional Employment Agricultural Program (REAP), with a view to promoting
self-worth, family benefit and employment pathway. The project has been split into three phases. Community cropping,
cropping plus pilot training (vegetables) and REAP. This was a most impressive project that is enabling the Ezidi people in the
community by partnering with NSS, REAP, Jobs Australia, Best Employment, Joblink Plus and a training provider Ruralbiz. In a
typical year the club disperses $50K to various charities such as the Westpac Rescue Helicopter Service, North West Special
Olympics, Prostate Cancer Foundation, New England Conservatorium of Music, Armidale Legacy, Salvation Army and
NERAM. The club is a major supporter of Backtrack.Whilst I was there I was privileged to present on behalf of PDG Phil Hafey
a Paul Harris Fellow to Grant Harris. Anyone who knows Grant will be aware of his mammoth effort during the recent
bushfire disaster. I cannot think of a more worth person, congratulations Grant.

Wednesday morning, I was at the Armidale AM club, hosted by President Krystina Micke. This would have to be the most
culturally diverse club that I have been to. Only surpassed by San Diego last January where I walked into an auditorium of my
counterparts from all over the world, all 531 of them. 
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MUSINGS FROM DG DEBBIE CONT.
I t  w a s  a  s e a  o f  s m i l i n g  c o l o u r e d  f a c e  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t e d  t o  g l o b a l  f a c e  o f  R o t a r y .  T h a t  m o r n i n g  I

p r e s e n t e d  a n  a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  R o t a r y  F o u n d a t i o n  t o  R o s e m a r y  J o h n s o n .

H e r  l a t e  h u s b a n d  h a s  l e f t  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  a m o u n t  o f  m o n e y  t o  ‘ d o i n g  g o o d  i n  t h e  w o r l d ’ .  I t  w a s

a n  h o n o u r  t o  m e e t  R o s e m a r y  a n d  t h a n k  h e r  o n  b e h a l f  o f  R o t a r y  a n d  t h e  R o t a r y  F o u n d a t i o n .  I

w a s  a l s o  v e r y  p l e a s e d  t o  i n d u c t  M y d i a  B a r i ,  w h o  i s  2 3  y e a r s  y o u n g  a n d  a  r e c e n t  R y l a r i a n .

M y d i a  i s  a n  E z i d i  r e f u g e e  a n d  a  g r e a t  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  c l u b .  K r y s t i n a ’ s  v i s i o n  i s  f o r  a l l  R o t a r i a n s

t o  u s e  t h e i r  s u p e r p o w e r s  a n d  c o m e  t o g e t h e r .  T h e  S u n d a y  m a r k e t s  a r e  a  v e h i c l e  f o r  c o n n e c t i o n

t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  T h e  c l u b  i s  f a m o u s  f o r  t h e  P r i m e  M y  P r o j e c t  p r o g r a m  w h e r e  t h e  c o m m u n i t y

s u b m i t s  i d e a s  t o  t h e  c l u b  f o r  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  n e e d s .  T h e  c l u b  r e v i e w s  t h e

p r o j e c t s  a n d  o n e  l u c k y  g r o u p  w i l l  h a v e  t h e i r  d r e a m s  c o m e  t r u e .  H o w  w o n d e r f u l  i s  t h a t .  I  w o u l d

c o m m e n d  a n y  c l u b  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  t h i s  a s  a  w a y  o f  c o n n e c t i n g  a n d  p a r t n e r i n g  w i t h  p e o p l e  i n

t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  m e e t i n g  a  c o m m u n i t y  n e e d .  T h e  c l u b  a l s o  s u p p o r t s  r e a d i n g  f o r  t h e

d i s a b l e d ,  M e n ’ s  s h e d  a n d  W o m e n ’ s  R e f u g e ,  t h e  P a l l i a t i v e  C a r e  U n i t ,  A r m i d a l e  S a n c t u a r y ,  E z i d i

P e o p l e .

W e d n e s d a y  a f t e r n o o n  I  t r a v e l l e d  t o  D o r r i g o  f o r  t h e i r  H a t  D a y  C e l e b r a t i o n  h o s t e d  b y

P r e s i d e n t  S a r a  H a n k i n .  T h a n k  y o u  t o  S a r a  a n d  M a r k  f o r  h o s t i n g  m e  f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  T a l k  a b o u t

l o c a t i o n ,  l o c a t i o n ,  l o c a t i o n .  I  w a s  t a k e n  a r o u n d  t h e  c l u b s  m a n y  p r o j e c t s  i n  t h e  t o w n ,  a n d  t o

s o m e  a m u s i n g  s i g n a g e  a n d  a  L a v a  t r e e !  T h e  c l u b  i s  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  E n d  P o l i o  d a y  b y  w a l k i n g

a n d  m e m b e r s  a r e  s u p p o r t i n g  t h i s  b i g  t i m e !  I  w a s  v e r y  h a p p y  t o  i n d u c t  a  n e w  m e m b e r  t o  t h e

c l u b ,  G r a e m e  S h e p h a r d .  W e l c o m e  G r a e m e !  M a n y  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c l u b  a s s i s t e d  i n  w e l c o m i n g

G r a e m e  w h i c h  w a s  f u n  a n d  h e a r t f e l t .  T h e  c l u b  s u p p o r t s  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n ,  R O M A C ,  A R H ,  P o l i o

P l u s ,  B o b s  B a g ,  L i f e l i n e  a n d  E n d  T r a c h o m a .  T h e y  h a v e  a  l a r g e  p r o j e c t  a t  C o r o n a t i o n  P a r k ,

w h i c h  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  a  g r a n t  f o r  $ 3 2 6 K  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  s o m e  p l a y  e q u i p m e n t  a t  t h a t  p a r k ,  w i t h

a n o t h e r  g r a n t  f o r  $ 2 5 K .  T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  D a n g a r  F a l l s  r e d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h i s

y e a r  t h e y  s p o n s o r e d  a  s t u d e n t  t o  R Y L A ,  R Y D A ,  R y m a r i n e  a n d  a r e  b i g  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  t h e  l o c a l

s c h o o l s  a t  t h e i r  a w a r d  c e r e m o n i e s .  D u r i n g  t h e  C o v i d  c r i s i s  t h e y  w e r e  g a l v a n i s e d  i n t o  a c t i n

b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w a s  n o  s e r v i c e  s t a t i o n  i n  t o w n ,  m a n y  p e o p l e  w e r e  u n a b l e  t o  g e t  t o  t o w n

s h o p p i n g  a n d  o t h e r s  h a d  t o  s t a y  a t  h o m e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  i m m u n e  c o m p r o m i s e d .  T h e  c l u b

d e l i v e r e d  f l i e r s  t o  a l l  r e s i d e n t s  o f f e r i n g  h e l p  w i t h  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  s h o p p i n g ,  d e l i v e r i e s  o f

f o o d .  T h i s  i s  t h e  R o t a r y  C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e  a t  i t s  b e s t .

T h u r s d a y  m o r n i n g ,  I  t r a v e l l e d  b a c k  t o  A r m i d a l e  f o r  l u n c h .  I  m e t  w i t h  m e m b e r s  o f  A r m i d a l e

C e n t r a l  a t  t h e i r  b o o k  s h e d ,  h o s t e d  b y  J o h n  J o n e s .  W e  h a d  a  b o x e d  l u n c h  i n  t h e  s h e d  g r o u n d s

u n d e r  t h e  s h a d e  o f  t h e  t r e e s ,  e n j o y i n g  t h e  w o n d e r f u l ,  w a r m  s p r i n g  w e a t h e r .  T h i s  w a s  a  f u n

a n d  r e l a x i n g  e n d  t o  m y  w e e k .  J o h n  t e l l s  m e  t h e  c l u b  h a s  a  s i m p l e  m a n t r a ,  r a i s e  m o n e y  a n d  g i v e

i t  a w a y  t o  w o r t h y  c a u s e s  a n d  h a v e  s o m e  p l e a s a n t  f e l l o w s h i p  o n  t h e  w a y .  T h e i r  m a i n  f u n d r a i s e r

i s  t h e  b o o k  f a i r ,  w h i c h  i s  a  m a j o r  A r m i d a l e  e v e n t .  T h e  c l u b  g e n e r a l l y  r a i s e s  $ 5 0 K  a n d  7 0 %  o f

t h a t  i s  d o n a t e d  b a c k  l o c a l l y  a n d  t h e  r e s t  t o  R o t a r y  c a u s e s  s u c h  a s  F o u n d a t i o n  a n d  s o m e

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r o j e c t s  o f  t h e i r s  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a .  T h e  b o o k  s h e d  i s  n a m e d  a f t e r  a  f o r m e r

m e m b e r  a n d  p h i l a n t h r o p i s t  C e c  P e p p e r  a n d  h i s  p i c t u r e  a n d  a  p l a q u e  s i t  p r o u d l y  i n  a n d  o u t s i d e

o f  t h e  s h e d .  T h e  c l u b  m a n s  t h e  g a t e s  a t  t h e  A r m i d a l e  B l u e s  g r o u n d s ,  p r o v i d e s  b r e a k f a s t  a t

N e w l i n g  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l  t w o  d a y s  a  w e e k .  T h e  c l u b  m e m b e r s  a r e  a l s o  i n v o l v e d  i n  s u p p o r t i n g

M e a l s  o n  W h e e l s  o n c e  a  m o n t h  a n d  m a i n t a i n  a  6 0  t r e e  B i r c h  G r o v e  n e a r  t h e  n o r t h e r n

r o u n d a b o u t  i n t o  A r m i d a l e .  T h e  t r e e s  w e r e  p l a n t e d  i n  2 0 0 7  t o  c e l e b r a t e  1 0 0  y e a r s  o f  R o t a r y .

T h i s  w a s  a  v e r y  b u s y  w e e k  c o m p l e m e n t e d  b y  e x p e r i e n c i n g  f i r s t h a n d  c o m m u n i t y  p r o j e c t s ,

i n d u c t i o n s  a n d  p r e s e n t a t i o n s .  I  a m  b l o w n  a w a y  b y  o u r  c l u b s ’  r e s i l i e n c e  a n d  a b i l i t y  t o  g e t  b a c k

u p  a f t e r  d r o u g h t ,  b u s h f i r e  a n d  p a n d e m i c .  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  h a v e  p r e s e n t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d

R o t a r i a n s  h a v e n ’ t  t u r n e d  a  b l i n d  e y e .  T h a n k  y o u  t o  A G  Z a h o o r  A h m e d  f o r  h i s  s u p p o r t  t h e

w h o l e  w e e k  a t  e v e r y  c l u b  f u n c t i o n .  T h a n k  y o u  t o  m y  h o s t s  w h o  m a d e  m y  v i s i t s  f u n  a n d

c o m f o r t a b l e .

D i s t r i c t  P r o j e c t  L I F E L I N E  -  t h e  b a n k i n g  d e t a i l s  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :  - R o t a r y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D i s t r i c t

9 6 5 0  I n c .  B S B :  9 3 2  0 0 0  A c c o u n t :  1 0 0 4 5 3 8 2 0

R e m e m b e r ,  

Opportunities are like sunrises – If you wait too long 
you miss them!



W i t h  o n l y  t w o  w e e k s  t o  g o ,  o n l y  t w o

a p p l i c a t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  f o r

D i s t r i c t  G r a n t s  f r o m  t h e  R o t a r y

F o u n d a t i o n .  C l u b s  i n t e r e s t e d  s h o u l d  g o  t o

t h e  d i s t r i c t  w e b s i t e  D o c u m e n t s  L i b r a r y  t o

c o m p l e t e  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  f u n d i n g  o f  u p

t o  A U D 4 , 0 0 0  f o r  a  p r o j e c t .  

A p p l i c a t i o n s  m u s t  b e  m a d e  b y  3 1  O c t o b e r

2 0 1 9  t o  G r a n t s  C h a i r  E l i z a b e t h  T o l l i s ,

t h r o u g h  t h e  o n l i n e  f o r m  p r o v i d e d  o n  t h e

D i s t r i c t  w e b s i t e ,  a n d  s u b m i t t e d  b y  e m a i l  t o

e l i z a b e t h . t o l l i s @ g m a i l . c o m .  W e  h a v e  a b o u t

A U D  $ 4 0 , 0 0 0  a v a i l a b l e  P r o j e c t s  c a n  b e

l o c a l  o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l .  C l u b s  a p p l y i n g

s h o u l d  h a v e  o n e  m e m b e r  w h o  h a s  i n  2 0 2 0

c o m p l e t e d  t h e  G r a n t s  M a n a g e m e n t

S e m i n a r  o n  t h e  R o t a r y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l

W e b s i t e .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  s h o r t n e s s  o f  t i m e

w e  w i l l  a c c e p t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  i f  s o m e o n e

f r o m  t h e  c l u b  h a s  c o m m e n c e d  t h e  s e m i n a r

a n d  u n d e r t a k e s  t o  c o m p l e t e  i t .  S i m p l y

g o o g l e :

h t t p s : / / l e a r n . r o t a r y . o r g / m e m b e r s / l e a r n / l p

/ 1 0 1 / g r a n t - m a n a g e m e n t - s e m i n a r  

C l u b s  s e e k i n g  a  g r a n t  a r e  a l s o  e x p e c t e d  t o

h a v e  s e t  a  g o a l  f o r  f u n d r a i s i n g  f o r  t h e

F o u n d a t i o n :  l o g  i n t o  R o t a r y

I n t e r n a t i o n a l / m y  R o t a r y / m a n a g e / c l u b  a n d

d i s t r i c t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n / R o t a r y  C l u b

C e n t r a l / G o a l  C e n t r e / R o t a r y  F o u n d a t i o n

G i v i n g .  

D i s t r i c t  G r a n t s  C h a i r  E l i z a b e t h  T o l l i s

( R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  T a r e e  o n  M a n n i n g )

E m a i l :  e l i z a b e t h . t o l l i s @ g m a i l . c o m

M o b i l e :  0 4 3 8 9 8 2 3 0 1

DISTRICT GRANTSDISTRICT SHOWCASE
A r e  y o u  c o m i n g  t o  T a m w o r t h  f o r   t h e  2 0 2 0  R o t a r y  D 9 6 5 0  S h o w c a s e  w e e k e n d ?

S a t u r d a y  2 8  a n d  S u n d a y  2 9  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 0  a t  W e s t  T a m w o r t h  L e a g u e  C l u b .  T h i s  w i l l  b e

o u r  f i r s t  f a c e  t o  f a c e  D i s t r i c t  g a t h e r i n g  s i n c e  P r e s i d e n t s - e l e c t  T r a i n i n g  i n  M a r c h  t h i s

y e a r  a n d  w e  h a v e  a  g r e a t  p r o g r a m  a r r a n g e d  f o r  y o u  w i t h  e x c e l l e n t  G u e s t  S p e a k e r s .  Y o u r

C l u b  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  S e c r e t a r y  r e c e i v e d  t h e  A g e n d a  a n d  R e g i s t r a t i o n  F o r m s  o n

W e d n e s d a y  1 4  O c t o b e r  2 0 2 0 . T h e  c r i t i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  a s  f o l l o w s :

V e n u e :   W e s t  T a m w o r t h  L e a g u e  C l u b ,  P h i l l i p  S t r e e t ,  W e s t  T a m w o r t h

C o s t :  $  5 0  f o r  a f t e r n o o n  t e a  &  l u n c h  o n  S a t u r d a y  a n d  m o r n i n g  t e a  a n d  l u n c h  o n  S u n d a y

P l u s  $ 4 5  f o r  2  c o u r s e  D i n n e r  S a t u r d a y  N i g h t .  T o t a l  C o s t  f o r  S h o w c a s e  &  D i n n e r  $ 9 5  p e r

p e r s o n  i f  p a i d  o n - l i n e  o r  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  $ 5  i f  p a i d  b y  c h e q u e .  

N o t e :  R e g i s t r a t i o n s  c l o s e  8 p m  W e d n e s d a y  1 1  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 0  a n d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  C l u b s

r e q u i r e m e n t s  &  C O V I D - 1 9  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  l a t e r  R e g i s t r a t i o n s .

I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  s e e i n g  y o u  i n  p e r s o n  a t  T a m w o r t h .

P D G  N e v i l l e  P a r s o n s

D i s t r i c t  T r a i n e r

OPENING CONCERT OF THE MANNING RIVER

STAGE
D G  D e b b i e  l a s t  w e e k  e n c l o s e d  a  p h o t o  o f  t h e  M a n n i n g  R i v e r  S t a g e  b u i l t  b y  o u r  c l u b  i n

c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  T a r e e  L i o n s  C l u b .  C o v i d  1 9  h a s  m e a n t  t h a t  t h e  s t a g e  h a s  l a i n  i d l e  s i n c e

i t  w a s  b u i l t .  

T h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  s t a r  s t u d d e d  O p e n i n g  C o n c e r t  a t  7 : 3 0  P M  o n  F r i d a y  6  N o v e m b e r .  T h e  M C

w i l l  b e  w e l l - k n o w n  A u s t r a l i a n  a c t o r  R o b  M i l l s  a n d  D o n  S p e n c e r  o f  P l a y s c h o o l  f a m e  w i l l

b e  h e a d l i n i n g  a  s t a r - s t u d d e d  l i s t  o f  m u s i c i a n s .  W e  c a n  n o w  h a v e  5 0 0  p e o p l e  o n  t h e

r i v e r b a n k  a n d  t h e  g o o d  n e w s  i s  t h a t  e v e r y  R o t a r i a n  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c a n  a t t e n d  b e c a u s e  i t

w i l l  b e  l i v e  s t r e a m e d  t h r o u g h  P l u t o  E n t e r t a i n m e n t .  T h e  L i n k  I s

h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / e v e n t s / 4 2 8 8 4 0 3 7 4 7 5 2 9 8 8  P l e a s e  c o p y  t h i s  l i n k  i n t o  y o u r

d i a r y  ( a n d  c i r c u l a t e  t o  y o u r  f r i e n d s )  a n d  j o i n  u s  o n  t h e  n i g h t .  

T h e  c o n c e r t  i s  f r e e  o n l i n e  b u t  i t  w i l l  b e  a  S t r e a m a t h o n  a n d  y o u  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y

–  i f  y o u  w i s h  –  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  M a n n i n g  M u s i c  P r o g r a m  o f  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  C h i l d r e n ' s  M u s i c

F o u n d a t i o n .   T h i s  P r o g r a m  e m p l o y s  l o c a l  m u s i c i a n s  t o  g o  i n t o  s i x  o f  o u r  l o c a l  s c h o o l s  a n d

e n g a g e  w i t h  s t u d e n t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  i n  d a n g e r  o f  d r o p p i n g  o u t ,  a s  w e l l  a s

d i s c o v e r i n g  h i d d e n  t a l e n t s .  P l e a s e  j o i n  u s ,  e n j o y  a  g r e a t  n i g h t  a n d  s u p p o r t  t h i s  w o n d e r f u l

p r o g r a m .  W h y  n o t  h o l d  a  d i n n e r  p a r t y  o f  f r i e n d s  t o  w a t c h  t h i s  f a b u l o u s  s h o w ?  

M a u r i e  S t a c k

R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  T a r e e  o n  M a n n i n g

ROTARY'S REGIONAL FUTURE
T h e  R o t a r y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B o a r d  m e e t s  i n  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 0  a n d  w i l l  c o n s i d e r  a  p r o p o s a l  b y

t h e  S h a p i n g  R o t a r y ’ s  F u t u r e  c o m m i t t e e  t o  m o v e  t o w a r d  R e g i o n a l i s a t i o n .  G o v e r n a n c e

w o u l d  m o v e  f r o m  t h e  c u r r e n t  5 2 7  D i s t r i c t s  t o  2 0 - 4 0  R e g i o n s .  T h i s  w o u l d  a l l o w  m o r e

R e g i o n a l  a u t o n o m y  a n d  p r o v i d e  m o r e  s u p p o r t  f o r  C l u b s ,  R o t a r i a n s  a n d  R o t a r a c t o r s . I n

J a n  2 0 1 9 ,  t h e  R I  B o a r d  a p p r o v e d  a  p e t i t i o n  f r o m  t h e  D i s t r i c t  G o v e r n o r s  o f  Z o n e  8

( A u s t r a l i a ,  N e w  Z e a l a n d  a n d  t h e  P a c i f i c  I s l a n d s )  t o  p r o p o s e  a  R e g i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  a n d

a p p r o a c h  t o  h a l t  m e m b e r s h i p  d e c l i n e ,  p r o v i d e  a  s t r o n g e r  R o t a r y  v o i c e  a n d  b e t t e r

p a r t n e r s h i p s  w i t h  g o v e r n m e n t ,  b u s i n e s s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s .  O u r  w o r k  s i n c e  r e c e i v i n g  t h a t

a p p r o v a l  m e a n s  w e  a r e  w e l l  p l a c e d  t o  m o d e r n i s e  R o t a r y  i n  o u r  R e g i o n ,  i f  t h e  R I  B o a r d

v o t e s  t o  p r o c e e d  t o w a r d  R e g i o n a l i s a t i o n .  T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  a r t i c l e s  c o v e r i n g  t h i s  i n

R o t a r y  D o w n  U n d e r  ( N o v  2 0 1 9 ,  A p r i l  a n d  S e p t  2 0 2 0 ) .   

F o r m a l  a p p r o v a l  t o  e s t a b l i s h  R e g i o n a l  P i l o t s  w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  a t  t h e  n e x t  C o u n c i l  o n

L e g i s l a t i o n  i n  A p r i l  2 0 2 2 .  T h e  e a r l i e s t  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  i n  o u r  R e g i o n  w o u l d  b e  f o r  t h e

2 0 2 3 - 2 4  R o t a r y  y e a r . I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  r e c e i v e  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  s u b m i s s i o n  b y  o u r  R e g i o n

o r  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  e m a i l  t h e  p r o j e c t  t e a m  a t  r o t a r y r e g i o n a l p i l o t @ g m a i l . c o m

I n g r i d  W a u g h  D 9 9 2 0  a n d  P e t e r  F r u e h  D 9 8 0 0 C o - C h a i r s  P l a n n i n g  G r o u p  f o r  Z o n e  8

R e g i o n a l  P i l o t  S t r u c t u r e

https://learn.rotary.org/members/learn/lp/101/grant-management-seminar
https://www.facebook.com/events/428840374752988


BACKTRACK RYLARIANS
M a k i n g  a  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  C o m m u n i t y  A l  a n d  K a t h  M o r r i s  h a v e  l i v e d  i n  N o w e n d o c  f o r

m o r e  t h a n  5 0  y e a r s  b u t  t h e y ' v e  n e v e r  s e e n  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h e  f i r e  t h a t  r a c e d  t o w a r d s

t h e i r  h o m e  l a t e  l a s t  y e a r .  " T h e r e  w a s  n o t h i n g  b u t  a s h  a n d  b u r n t  t r e e s  a n d  f i r e .  N o t h i n g .

A b s o l u t e l y  n o t h i n g , "  K a t h  s a y s .  

A l  a n d  K a t h  l o s t  5  k i l o m e t r e s  o f  f e n c i n g .  L i k e  m a n y  f a r m e r s ,  t h e y  w e r e  e l i g i b l e  f o r

g r a n t s  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  t h a t  g a v e  t h e m  a c c e s s  t o  f e n c i n g  m a t e r i a l s .  A l  s t a r t e d  t h e  j o b  o n

h i s  o w n  b u t  a t  7 7  y e a r s  o l d ,  i t  w a s  s l o w  g o i n g .  T h e n ,  o u t  o f  t h e  b l u e ,  c a m e  a n  o f f e r  o f

h e l p  f r o m  a  g r o u p  o f  y o u n g  m e n  t h a t  s o c i e t y  h a d  t u r n e d  i t s  b a c k  o n .  E d u c a t i o n  a n d

t r a i n i n g  a r e  a t  t h e  c o r e  o f  B a c k T r a c k ' s  w o r k  a n d  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  h a s  a  n u m b e r  o f

p r o g r a m s  d e s i g n e d  t o  g e t  y o u n g  p e o p l e  j o b  r e a d y .  

B u t  t w o  y e a r s  a g o ,  B e r n i e  S h a k e s h a f t  r e a l i s e d  h i s  e f f o r t s  w e r e n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e s u l t i n g

i n  j o b s  f o r  h i s  c h a r g e s .  I t  w a s  t h e n  t h e  i d e a  o f  B a c k T r a c k  W o r k s  w a s  b o r n  —  a  f o r - p r o f i t

b u s i n e s s  e m p l o y i n g  t h o s e  w h o  B e r n i e  s a y s  w e r e  t h e  " u n e m p l o y a b l e  k i d s " .  T w e n t y -

t h r e e - y e a r - o l d  T r e y  " D u c k y "  F e r n a n d o  w a s  o n  t h e  w r o n g  p a t h  b e f o r e  h e  j o i n e d

B a c k T r a c k  1 2  y e a r s  a g o .  N o w  h e  i s  a  m e n t o r  t o  t h e  y o u n g e r  k i d s  c o m i n g  t h r o u g h  &  a

D 9 6 5 0  2 0 1 8  R Y L A r i a n . " I ' m  n o t  i n  j a i l ,  I ' v e  a c t u a l l y  g o t  a  j o b , "  h e  s a y s .  

I  n e v e r  t h o u g h t  I ' d  e v e r  h a v e  a  j o b  i n  m y  l i f e ,  s o  i t ' s  a c t u a l l y  h e l p e d  m e  o u t  h e a p s .  " T h e

h e l p  g o e s  b o t h  w a y s .  I n  f o u r  d a y s ,  t h e  B a c k T r a c k  b o y s  c o n s t r u c t e d  2 . 3 k m  o f  f e n c e  l i n e

i n  N o w e n d o c  —  s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  w o u l d  h a v e  t a k e n  t h e  f a r m e r  a  m o n t h  t o  d o  o n  h i s  o w n .  

" T h e y ' r e  a  r e a l l y  t o p  b u n c h  o f  f e l l a s  a n d  t h e y ' r e  g o - g o - g o  a n d  t h e y  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y ' r e

d o i n g , "  h e  s a y s .  " I t ' s  a  s e n t i m e n t  e c h o e d  b y  R e s i l i e n c e  N S W  C o m m i s s i o n e r  S h a n e

F i t z s i m m o n s ,  w h o  k e e p s  a c r o s s  B a c k T r a c k ' s  w o r k  a s  h e  m a n a g e s  t h e  b u s h f i r e  r e c o v e r y

i n  N S W .  " T h e y ' r e  d o i n g  r e m a r k a b l e  w o r k , "  h e  s a y s .  " T h e y ' r e  d o i n g  w o r k  t h a t  m a k e s  a

g e n u i n e  a n d  s i n c e r e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  l i v e s  a n d  l i v e l i h o o d s  o f  p e o p l e  r i g h t  a c r o s s  N S W .

A s  s e e n  o n  A B C  7 . 3 0  R e p o r t  1 3 t h  O c t o b e r .

WORLD POLIO DAY
T h e  R o t a r y  W a l k  W i t h  U s  p r o g r a m

o f f e r s  s u c h  a n  e a s y  w a y  f o r  R o t a r i a n s

a n d  o t h e r s  t o  f u n d r a i s e  f o r  p o l i o

d u r i n g  t h e s e  d i f f i c u l t  t i m e s  –  i t ’ s  a s

e a s y  a s  g o i n g  f o r  a  w a l k !  O f  c o u r s e ,

i t ’ s  n o t  t h e  o n l y  w a y  t o  F U N d r a i s e  f o r

p o l i o .   

O n e  t h a t ’ s  e x t r e m e l y  s u c c e s s f u l  i s  t h e

W o r l d ’ s  G r e a t e s t  M e a l  t o  H e l p  E n d

P o l i o  –  w h i c h  i s  a s  e a s y  a s  h a v i n g  a

m e a l  t o g e t h e r .   T h i s  p r o g r a m  h a s

r a i s e d  a n  a s t o n i s h i n g  $ 1 1 . 1  m i l l i o n

f o r  p o l i o  –  l e t ’ s  g e t  b e h i n d  i t !  A n o t h e r

f u n  o p t i o n  i s  a  t r i p  t o  t h e  m o v i e s  a n d

t h i s  y e a r ’ s  P o l i o  M o v i e  E v e n t  i s  a n

e x c l u s i v e  c i n e m a  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s e e

t h e  H e l e n  R e d d y  s t o r y ,  I  A m  W o m a n .   

T h e r e  i s  a  p o l i o  v i d e o  c l i p  a v a i l a b l e .

C i n e m a s  c a n  d o w n l o a d  t h e  c l i p  i n

d i g i t a l  c i n e m a  f o r m a t  ( D C P )  f r o m

D r o p b o x  a t :

h t t p s : / / w w w . d r o p b o x . c o m / s h / 8 f 4 i s 1 r

3 n o 5 1 p 1 3 / A A A b N A g Y e E -

D b m h B T f B r O 3 V t a ? d l = 0 I t  r u n s  f o r  5 0

s e c o n d s  a n d  t h e  D C P  f i l e  s i z e  i s  a b o u t

4 3 0 M B .  

P l e a s e  s u p p o r t  W o r l d  P o l i o  D a y  o n  2 4

O c t o b e r .   

W h e t h e r  i t ’ s  g o i n g  f o r  a  w a l k ,  h a v i n g

a  m e a l ,  c a t c h i n g  a  m o v i e  o r  r i d i n g  t h e

t r a i n  –  o r  a n y  o f  t h e  o t h e r  g r e a t

p r o j e c t s  t h a t  y o u  a n d  y o u r  c l u b s  h a v e

i d e n t i f i e d  –  y o u r  e f f o r t s  i n  h e l p i n g  t o

a d d r e s s  R o t a r y ’ s  n u m b e r  o n e  c a u s e

a r e  h u g e l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .   T h a n k  y o u

f o r  t h e  c r u c i a l  r o l e  t h a t  y o u  p l a y  i n

t h i s  e f f o r t !

M a u r i e  S t a c k

R o t a r y  F o u n d a t i o n  D i r e c t o r

BOOK CLUB COLLABORATIONS
P o r t  M a c q u a r i e  R o t a r y  C l u b  h a s  b e e n  o p e r a t i n g  a  s e c o n d  h a n d  B o o k  S t o r e  o n  S a t u r d a y

m o r n i n g s  f o r  s o m e  3  y e a r s  a n d  s i n c e  M a y  t h i s  y e a r ,  s a l e s  h a v e  b e e n  s t e a d i l y  g r o w i n g .

P e r h a p s  d u e  t o  t h e  P a n d e m i c ,  d o n a t i o n s  o f  b o o k s  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  g r o w i n g  a n d  t h e  C l u b

h a d  a c c u m u l a t e d  a  l a r g e  s t o c k  o f  b o o k s  r e a d y  f o r  n e x t  y e a r ’ s  G i a n t  B o o k  S a l e .

W h e n  B a y  P a r k  P l a z a  o f f e r e d  t h e  C l u b  u s e  o f  a  l a r g e  v a c a n t  s h o p  f o r  a  p o p - u p  S p r i n g

B o o k  S a l e  P r e s i d e n t  E l i z a b e t h  F i e l d i n g  g r a s p e d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  w i t h  b o t h  h a n d s .  T h e

s a l e  r a n  f o r  9  d a y s  a n d  w i t h  l o t s  o f  v i s i t o r s  o n  h o l i d a y  i n  P o r t  M a c q u a r i e  t h e r e  w a s  a

c o n s t a n t  s t r e a m  o f  c u s t o m e r s  i n  t h e  s h o p .

F r e s h  s t o c k  w a s  a d d e d  d a i l y  a n d  a s  t h e  s a l e  c a m e  t o  a  c l o s e ,  s o m e  1 0 , 0 0 0  b o o k s  h a d  b e e n

s o l d  b u t  t h e r e  w e r e  s t i l l  m a n y  t h o u s a n d s  o f  b o o k s  o n  t h e  t a b l e s .

S o  w h e n  P r e s i d e n t  D i  R e y n o l d s  f r o m  W a u c h o p e  R o t a r y  C l u b  c a l l e d  i n  t o  p a s s  o n  t h e  s a d

n e w s  t h a t  a l l  t h e i r  s t o c k  o f  b o o k s ,  r e a d y  f o r  t h e i r  A n n u a l  B o o k  S a l e  a t  t h e  e n d  o f

O c t o b e r ,  h a d  b e e n  s t o l e n ,  t h e r e  w a s  n o  h e s i t a t i o n  o n  P o r t  M a c q u a r i e  R o t a r y  C l u b ’ s  p a r t

t o  o f f e r  t h e m  h e l p  t o  r e b u i l d  t h e i r  s t o c k .  

L a s t  S u n d a y ,  W a u c h o p e  R o t a r i a n s  t u r n e d  u p  i n  f o r c e  a n d  w e r e  a b l e  t o  s e l e c t  a n d  p a c k

o v e r  2 , 0 0 0  q u a l i t y  b o o k s  a n d  s o  r e v i t a l i s e  t h e i r  h o p e s  o f  h o l d i n g  a  s u c c e s s f u l  B o o k  S a l e

t h i s  y e a r .

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/8f4is1r3no51p13/AAAbNAgYeE-DbmhBTfBrO3Vta?dl=0It





