
Past District Governors kept telling me that the best part of the role was visiting the clubs; seeing first hand the
wonderful projects and the benefits Rotary has in the respective communities, but mostly, meeting the amazing
members. A BIG Thank you must go out to all the clubs we have visited this past week and the warm hospitality shown
by all. Both Heather and I have been inspired by the many and varied projects and community events facilitated by
each club, reminding us of the strength that is Rotary; whereby the eclectic mix of knowledge, skills and big hearts
come together to meet the needs of their communities.

On that note, please don’t forget to get in touch with District Community Services Director; Kel Walls with your club’s
signature projects and see on page two of the e-news for more information!

District Secretary Rob Anderson is continuing to update our District 9650 Facebook page with stories, photos and
videos from our visits. So look out for those. We’re looking forward to meeting you all over the coming weeks. Don’t
forget to check the date of our visit in the Directory or on the District website – we hope it matches your calendar.
 
District Medal 
As you all should be aware of by now, this is the final year of District 9650 before we merge with District 9670 to
become District 9660. As such, I have initiated the 9650 District Medal. This award is for those members in your club
who for many years have shown selfless service, not only to their club but to Rotary in general. If you have someone in
your club that has not necessarily held any office position or any District role, yet has done exceptional work over
many years in quiet service, then please nominate them for the 9650 District Medal.
Nominations should be presented to your cluster Assistant Governor by the end of January 2022.
Please think of an ‘unsung hero’ in your club that deserves this award and let your AG know.
 
Australian Rotary Health – October is Mental Health Month and our annual Lift the lid Campaign. This year, ARH
have teamed up with Parenting Author and Educator Maggie Dent for ‘Lift the Lid on Mental Illness in Schools’ 
 www.liftthelidinschools.com.au.
 
Lift the Lid on Mental Illness in Schools is a collaborative campaign between Australian Rotary Health, QBD Books and
Schoolzine. Their aim is to get kids talking about their mental health and raise much-needed funds to support targeted
youth research here in Australia funded by ARH. Maybe worth sending this information to your schools to include.

“Celebrate the Past to Secure the Future” - DG David
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PARTNERS PROJECT - YOUTH INSEARCH
I  h a v e  b e e n  f o r t u n a t e  t h i s  w e e k  t o  h a v e  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t a g  a l o n g  w i t h  D a v i d  a n d

p r e s e n t  m y  p a r t n e r  p r o j e c t  i d e a ;  t o  r a i s e  t h e  a w a r e n e s s  a n d  s u p p o r t  f o r  Y o u t h  I n s e a r c h .  Y o u t h

I n s e a r c h  i s  a  h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l  p e e r - t o - p e e r  p r o g r a m  f o r  y o u n g  p e o p l e  a g e d  b e t w e e n  1 4  –  2 0

w h o  a r e  s t r u g g l i n g  t o  c o p e  w i t h  p r e s s u r e s  s u c h  a s  m e n t a l  h e a l t h ,  b u l l y i n g ,  d r u g  &  a l c o h o l  u s e ,

f a m i l y  v i o l e n c e  o r  d y s f u n c t i o n  e t c . .  I t  e m p o w e r s  t h e m  w i t h  c o m f o r t  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  f r o m

o t h e r s  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  t h r o u g h  a  t o u g h  j o u r n e y  a n d  c o m e  t h r o u g h ,  g i v i n g  t h e m  s k i l l s  t o  c o p e  a n d

t o  f i n d  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  t h e y  n e e d  t o  o v e r c o m e  t h e i r  l i f e  c h a l l e n g e s  o r  t r a u m a s  t o o  i n  o r d e r  t o

t h r i v e  r a t h e r  t h a n  s u r v i v e .

I  h a v e  b e e n  o v e r w h e l m e d  b y  t h e  i n t e r e s t  a n d  s u p p o r t  a l r e a d y  s h o w n  b y  c l u b s  a n d  h a v e  m a d e

s e v e r a l  n e w  a w a r e n e s s  c o n n e c t i o n s  t h r o u g h  t h e  w e e k  w i t h  M i s s i o n  A u s t r a l i a  i n  L i g h t n i n g  R i d g e

a n d  t h e  l o c a l  P o l i c e  i n  C o o n a m b l e ;  a l l  u n d e r  t h e  b a n n e r  o f  R o t a r y  9 6 5 0 .

 - H e a t h e r

D i s t r i c t  C o m m u n i t y  D i r e c t o r  K e l  W a l l s  s a i d  h e  w a s

b e e n  p l e a s e  t o  r e c e i v e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 5 %  ( o r  a b o u t

2 0 ! )  o f  t h e  c l u b s  r e p o r t s  f o r  t h e  D i s t r i c t ' s  s i g n a t u r e

p r o j e c t  w h i c h  i s  g o o d ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  a  l o n g  w a y  t o  g o  t o

c o m p l e t e  t h e  f u l l  c o m p l i m e n t  f r o m  a l l  c l u b s .  

I f  y o u  n e e d  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  p r o j e c t  w h i c h

l o o k s  t o  h i g h l i g h t  a  s i g n a t u r e  p r o j e c t  o f  e a c h  c l u b  i n

t h e  D i s t r i c t  p l e a s e  r e a c h  o u t  t o  K e l  ( h i s  d e t a i l s  a r e  i n

t h e  g r e a t  D i s t r i c t  D i r e c t o r y ! ) .

T h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  s u b m i t t e d  a r e  f a n t a s t i c

a n d  t h e  s c o p e  o f  p r o j e c t s  a n d  t h e  i m p a c t  o n  t h e

c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  c o m p l e t e d  i s  a

c r e d i t  t o  a l l  i n v o l v e d .  B e l o w  i s  t h e  g r e a t  e x a m p l e  f o r

G u n n e d a h  W e s t  R o t a r y  a n d  g i v e s  a n  i n d i c a t i o n  o f

w h a t  t h e  p r o j e c t s  w i l l  l o o k  l i k e  w h e n  t h e y  a r e  a l l

c o l l a t e d .  

ROTARY'S SIGNATURE

PROJECT 



SHINE A LIGHT ON YOUR CLUB IN 2021-22
T h i s  y e a r  w e  w i l l  b e  c o n d u c t i n g  a  D i s t r i c t  M e m b e r s h i p  a n d  P u b l i c  R e l a t i o n s

i n i t i a t i v e  t o  c e l e b r a t e  o u r  m e m b e r s  a n d  e a c h  C l u b ' s  d e e p  h i s t o r y  o f  c o m m u n i t y

c o n n e c t i o n s  t h a t  i s  a t  t h e  v e r y  c o r e  o f  R o t a r y  a c r o s s  o u r  D i s t r i c t .  R o t a r y

m e m b e r s h i p  i s  t h e  e n g i n e  t h a t  p o w e r s  R o t a r y  a n d  i n  D G  D a v i d ' s  y e a r  o f

' C e l e b r a t i o n '  w e  w a n t  t o  s h i n e  a  s p o t l i g h t  o n  y o u r  i n i t i a t i v e s  t o  a  n e w  l o c a l

a u d i e n c e  t h r o u g h  o u r  D i s t r i c t  F a c e b o o k  p a g e .

O u r  g o a l  i s  t o  d o  t h i s  t h r o u g h  p r o m o t i n g  t h e  R o t a r y  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  3  l o c a l

m e m b e r s  o r  f l a g s h i p  e v e n t / p r o j e c t  p e r  C l u b .    

T h e  D i s t r i c t  w i l l  c r e a t e  t h e  F a c e b o o k  p o s t  a n d  a l s o  p a y  t o  ' b o o s t '  t h e  p o s t s  i n t o

l o c a l  t a r g e t e d ,  f a c e b o o k  u s e r s  ( i e  a g e  r a n g e ,  i n t e r e s t s ,  w h e r e  t h e y  l i v e  e t c )  i n

o r d e r  t o  r a i s e  a w a r e n e s s  o f  y o u r  C l u b ,  m e m b e r s  a n d  l o c a l  p r o j e c t s  t o  a  w i d e r ,

l o c a l  a u d i e n c e  t o  r a i s e  o u r  p r o f i l e  a n d  o p e n  t h e  d o o r  t o  m e m b e r s h i p  e n q u i r i e s .

A s  w e  b e g i n  o u r  f i n a l  y e a r  u n d e r  t h e  b a n n e r  o f  D i s t r i c t  9 6 5 0  b e f o r e  w e  b e c o m e

D i s t r i c t  9 6 6 0 ,  t h i s  i s  a n  i d e a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g a t h e r  o u r  l o c a l  s t o r i e s ,  c e l e b r a t e

o u r  m e m b e r s  a n d  e n g a g e  a  n e w  a u d i e n c e  a n d  p o t e n t i a l l y  n e w  m e m b e r s .

T h i s  w e e k ,  e v e r y  C l u b  h a s  b e e n  s e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  h o w  t o  e n g a g e  i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t

p r o j e c t .  I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  r e p o r t i n g  b a c k  o n  h o w  t h i s  i n i t i a t i v e  u n f o l d s .

C h e e r s

J e n n y

2 9 t h  A p r i l  –  7 t h  M a y  2 0 2 2

L a k e  K e e p i t  S p o r t  &  R e c r e a t i o n

S a m a n t h a  W e r l e m a n

S p o n s o r e d  b y  R C  N a r r a b r i

S a m  t h a n k e d  h e r  s p o n s o r  C l u b  b y  t e l l i n g  t h e m  “ R Y L A  i s  t h e  b e s t  t h i n g  I ’ v e  d o n e  i n  m y  l i f e  s o

f a r . ”

S a m ,  a  c h e f  a t  N a r r a b r i ’ s  T o u r i s t  H o t e l ,  w a s  p r o m o t e d  t o  t r a i n e e  m a n a g e r  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e

a t t e n d i n g  R Y L A .  R Y L A  p r o v i d e d  h e r  w i t h  l e a d e r s h i p  s k i l l s  t o  a s s i s t  i n  h e r  w o r k  e n v i r o n m e n t .

C o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  t e a m w o r k ,  c o n f l i c t  r e s o l u t i o n  &  e n c o u r a g e  o t h e r s  t o  b u i l d  o n  t h e i r  s t r e n g t h s .

S a m  d r e w  o n  h e r  p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g  s k i l l s  s h e  h a d  l e a r n t  a t  R Y L A  t o  d o  h e r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  &

a d v i s e d  a l l  h o w  b e n e f i c i a l  R Y L A  i s  i n  s u p p o r t i n g  y o u n g  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  i n  t h e  N a r r a b r i

c o m m u n i t y .  

RYLA SUPPORT OUR YOUNG LEADERS

‘ T h e  R o t a r y  c l u b  o f  D 9 6 5 0  Y o u n g  L e a d e r s ’  w a s  o f f i c i a l l y  C h a r t e r e d  o n  t h e  1 6 t h  o f  J u l y ,  2 0 2 1 .

K u d o s  t o  t h e i r  e x e c u t i v e  t e a m  h e a d e d  b y  C a i t l i n  D a v e y  a n d  C h a r l o t t e  M o o r e ,  w h o  h a v e  d o n e

a n  a m a z i n g  j o b  o f  b r i n g i n g  R Y L A  I l l u m n i  t o g e t h e r  t o  f o r m  t h i s  i n s p i r a t i o n a l  c l u b  f o r  o u r

D i s t r i c t .  T h e y  a l r e a d y  h a v e  l o c a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r o j e c t s  i n  m i n d  a n d  a r e  o n  t r a c k  t o  m a k e  a

h u g e  i m p a c t  i n  t h e  9 6 5 0  c o m m u n i t y .

W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  t h e  C h a r t e r  n i g h t  i n  O c t o b e r  a n d  h o p e  a s  m a n y  a s  c a n ,  w i l l  b e  t h e r e  t o

s h a r e  w i t h  t h e m  a s  t h e y  c e l e b r a t e  t h i s  h i s t o r i c  e v e n t  i n  o u r  D i s t r i c t .

D G  D a v i d  M a y n e

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEWEST CLUB



WALCHA SEEKS SUPPORT FOR LOCAL CAUSE
W e  R o t a r i a n s  a r e  u n i t e d  i n  o u r  c o m m o n  a i m  t o  h e l p  t h o s e  l e s s  f o r t u n a t e  t h a n  o u r s e l v e s .

C h i l d r e n  w h o s e  l i v e s  a r e  s o  t r o u b l e d  t h a t  t h e y  n e e d  t o  b e  p l a c e d  i n  f o s t e r  c a r e  a r e  a m o n g

t h e  m o s t  u n f o r t u n a t e  k i d s  i n  s o c i e t y  a n d  i t  i s  t h e i r  p l i g h t  t h a t  o u r  c l u b ’ s  n e w  p r o j e c t  s e e k s

t o  i m p r o v e .

T h e  a t t a c h e d  b e l o w  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  a n d  o u r  g o a l s .  P r o j e c t s  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  a r e

s o r e l y  l a c k i n g  i n  r e g i o n a l  a r e a s .  O u r  p l a n n i n g  t e a m  h a s  c o o r d i n a t e d  w i t h  t h e  D e p t .  o f

C o m m u n i t i e s  &  J u s t i c e  ( f o r m e r l y  F a m i l y  &  C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e s )  t o  e n h a n c e  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f

c o n t e n t s  a n d  s t r e a m l i n e  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  F e e d b a c k  f r o m  S i m o n ’ s  2 0 2 0  e f f o r t s  c o n f i r m s  t h e

d e e p  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f e l t  b y  f o s t e r i n g  p a r e n t s  a n d  r e c i p i e n t  c h i l d r e n .

T h e  s a d  t r u t h  i s  t h a t  v i r t u a l l y  n o  t o w n  i s  e x e m p t  f r o m  h o m e s  w h e r e  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  a n d

d r u g  a n d  a l c o h o l  a b u s e  r e s u l t s  i n  v u l n e r a b l e  c h i l d r e n  b e i n g  r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  a n d

p l a c e d  i n  f o s t e r  c a r e .  T h i s  i s  a  v a l u a b l e  p r o j e c t  t h a t  i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  w i l l  a s s i s t  k i d s  i n  n e e d

i n  y o u r  o w n  c o m m u n i t y .

T h e  m o r e  f u n d s  w e  r a i s e ,  t h e  m o r e  k i d s  w e  c a n  h e l p .  E a c h  f i l l e d  b a c k p a c k  c o s t s  a r o u n d  $ 7 0 .

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  n e w  c a s e s  e a c h  y e a r  o f  c h i l d r e n  e n t e r i n g  f o s t e r  c a r e  a c r o s s  o u r  d i s t r i c t  i s

s u c h  t h a t  d o u b l i n g  o u r  t a r g e t  w o u l d  s t i l l  n o t  m e e t  t h e  d e m a n d  b u t  w e  a r e  m i n d f u l  o f  w a l k i n g

b e f o r e  w e  r u n .   

D o n a t i n g  i s  e a s y .  J u s t  g o  t o

h t t p s : / / d o n a t i o n s . r a w c s . c o m . a u / 8 0 - 2 0 2 0 - 2 1

I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n ,  w e  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t .

Y o u r s  s i n c e r e l y

A n d r e w  C o r l e t t e  ( W a l c h a  P r e s i d e n t )  

https://donations.rawcs.com.au/80-2020-21



