
As we come to the ‘pointy end’ of the Rotary year, the rubber has hit the

road once more with the combined District assemblies. Districts 9650

and 9670 have had two wonderful District assemblies as precursors for

the new District 9660. Tamworth and Kurri Kurri the first week followed

by Dubbo and Port Macquarie the next. Despite the inevitable ‘little’

technical ‘hiccups’ that are to be expected when linking two sites with

associated ‘breakout’ rooms. All in all, every attendee that I spoke to

after enjoyed their experience. Some for their first time while others a

repeat showing. Of note was the gentleman who told me last night that

he had been to Rotary Assemblies and Rotary meetings like this for

nearly forty years and this was by far the most informative and well put

together ever. It saddens me when I hear some Rotarians say to me, “I’m

not going, it’s the same old same old” when in fact its not. From my own

point of view, after nearly a quarter of a century in Rotary, I am amazed

at what is being presented at PETS and Assembly’s over the last few

years. 

As we start to roll out Club Changeovers, I believe some clubs still
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haven’t declared their dates yet. Please let me know as soon as

possible so we can schedule the visit and allocate myself or a

PDG to officiate.

It is encouraging to see that clubs are once again meeting more

regularly as we emerge into the new post COVID world. Please

reinvent new ways to meet, share in your community and

fundraise. Adaptation seems to be our middle name and it’s

amazing how clubs have utilized the ‘brains trusts’ within their

clubs to move with societal changes. 

I realize that a lot of clubs are still struggling with member

numbers and they have been concerned with their current and

future viability. This is not a time to panic. Each club’s viability

depends on many factors and age demographics is only one.

There is a club in our District that has been successfully

operating for many years with what other clubs would

determine as dangerously low member numbers however that

happens. Membership numbers oscillate because of many

factors. The cessation of a club is by far the last resort and one

of the saddest days for any community to lose a Rotary club. It

is also unnecessary in that our District has in place several

mechanisms to support and encourage not only the acquisition

of new members but also the support of club officers and

general membership. Our wonderful membership and PR

Director Jenny Sinclair is willing and able to help. Jenny has a

myriad of proactive ideas streamlined to help clubs with their

individual needs. Please utilize this vital District resource as

Jenny has a long record of helping those clubs in need.

Remember to ‘hand in’ a club Charter is a very sad day for

Rotary but it’s a Tragedy for a community. Please don’t wait
until your problems and issues get too big. Act now and ask for

help.

Keep flying our Rotary flag and always revel in our motto

“Service Above Self”.

Most sincerely yours in Rotary,
DG David 



Now that the country has opened up again, the Rotary Club of

Coffs Harbour City are keen to get the inaugural Coffs Coast

Festival of Motor Sport up and running this year.

The event will start with a major motor show on 5th November

2022 and will conclude on 27th November 2022 with a stage of

the FIA rally championship. In between, the Coffs Coast and

surrounds will host multiple motor sports events for locals and

visitors. The organisers hope to attract competitors and

spectators from as far away as SA, VIC, QLD and all of NSW.

The goal of the festival is to fill the void left after the Coffs

Harbour World Rally Championship round moved back overseas

and to build up to the FIA round of the Asia Pacific Rally

Championship, which Motorsport Australia are bringing to the

Coffs Coast in November.

The Festival’s organisers envisaged putting something together

to attract people to the Coffs Coast a week or two before the

rally and to increase attendees by giving them more to see or

become involved in during the month.

The pandemic meant that planned Festivals in 2020 and 2021

couldn’t proceed. but that cloud proved to have a silver lining:

interest in the Festival grew to the extent that the organisers

had to increase the Festival from two weeks to four so that

events don’t overlap. 

The Festival now covers the area from Kempsey in the south

(where there will be a hillclimb [cars], an off-road event and a

huge motorbike “Sultans of Slide” flat track racing event) to

Grafton in the north (where there will be another car hillclimb
and also a giant speedway event). Meanwhile, Coffs Harbour

will host a massive car show, a bike show the following

weekend, and events for motorbike flat track and motorcross,

kart racing, plus rally cross, another hillclimb [cars again] and a

burnout competition at Raleigh Raceway.

The Festival of Motor Sport has developed into a major

undertaking but is falling into place. The organisers and Coffs

City Rotary believe they can now make it an annual Coffs Coast


COFFS CITY MOTORSPORT



 event.

Various Coffs Harbour and Sawtell Rotary clubs will be assisting

at some of the Festival’s events and the organisers hope to
contact/promote Rotary clubs in the other towns to get

involved if the event organisers need assistance.
If you have any motorsport friends please, please pass on the

details for the Coffs Coast Festival of Motorsport. The Festival’s

website is www.coffscoastmotorsport.com 

and the organisers can be reached by email at

info@coffscoastmotorsport.com 

or by contacting the Rotary Club of Coffs Harbour City. Flyers
for this event are at the end of this E-news. 

http://www.coffscoastmotorsport.com/
mailto:info@coffscoastmotorsport.com
mailto:info@coffscoastmotorsport.com


Saturday 13 August 2022 at 4:00pm via Zoom

Special Meeting with Board via Zoom between 24 to 28

September 2022 to sign off final Audits of D9650 and

D9670 ready for distribution to Clubs in preparation for

AGM Saturday 26 Nov 2022

Saturday 5 November 2022 at 4:00pm via Zoom

D9660 AGM Saturday 26 November 2022 at Tamworth

West League Club with D9660 Showcase to follow til

1:00pm Sunday 27 November 2022

Saturday 11 February 2023 at 4:00pm via Zoom

Saturday 6 May 2023 at 4:00pm via Zoom

Sunday 21 August 2022 at 2:00pm via Zoom

Special Meeting with Board via Zoom between 24 to 28

September 2022 to sign off final Audits of D9650 and

D9670 ready for distribution to Clubs in preparation for

AGM Saturday 26 Nov 2022

D9660 AGM Saturday 26 November 2022 at Tamworth

West League Club with D9660 Showcase to follow til

1:00pm Sunday 27 November 2022

Sunday 27 November 2022 at 1:30pm after Showcase with

Zoom link available

Sunday 26 February 2023 at 2:00pm via Zoom

Sunday 21 May 2023 at 2:00pm via Zoom

 

Date & time D9660 Finance Committee meetings for 2022-

2023:

 
Also note the tentative D9660 Board Meeting dates 2022-2023:

D9660 FINANCE COMMITTEE AND


BOARD MEETING DATES



The devastation of the recent floods on the North Coast of

NSW has been seen by us on our TV screens and possibly

experienced by friends and relatives. The tragic stories about

those people who lost everything have tugged at our nation’s

heartstrings. The city of Lismore and the surrounding

communities were particularly hard hit. We can all remember

the footage on TV of the inundated homes and businesses.
This carnage was also replicated in the surrounding country

areas with many farmers watching large numbers of stock wash

down rivers or be marooned on small isolated pieces of high

ground with little food. Their homes and buildings were

inundated and essential infrastructure lost.

At a meeting of the Rotary Club of Manilla not long after these

tragic events one of our new members, John, asked a simple

question. “What can Rotary do for those poor farmers on the

North Coast, they must desperately need fodder.”
Apart from RAWCS funding some initiatives, we didn’t know of

any other Rotary initiatives. So, as club secretary I volunteered

to find out some more information about what Rotary was

doing.

After I contacted AG Simon Guest and gained some information,

contact was made with PGD Terry Brown at the Rotary Club of

Casino. Terry was organizing the response to the floods for

Rotary in his region. When it was suggested that we and

perhaps other clubs may be interested in donating hay, he

thought that was a great idea and started looking into the

details.

John’s idea was also taken up by the “Need for Feed Australia”

organization at a similar time and with their large resources,

they came into the region and did some amazing things to

support the farmer's need for fodder.

This didn’t mean John’s idea was now not going to assist

farmers, rather the focus was changed to working through the

Norco Rural Stores network to provide farmers with vouchers to

purchase much-needed supplies as many had lost everything.

The vouchers were used to purchase everything from dog food

to steel pickets.

GOOD IDEA COMES TO FRUITION



Rous RotaKids didn’t hesitate to give a helping
hand in making gifts for Rous Public School P & C Mother’s Day
Stall. The students, and staff, joined energies around
a worktable creating beautiful gifts to say “Thank you” to our

mums for all that they do, and the love they spread. The level of

pride, and required concentration, putting these goods together

was certainly evident for all to see as depicted on our students’

faces.

Good job everyone!

ROUS ROTAKIDS LEND A HAND 



Through the clubs in our cluster an appeal was organized for

further donations to purchase vouchers for the farmers. To my

knowledge the clubs of Quirindi, Tamworth, Tamworth First

Light, Tamworth Sunrise, E-Club of 9650 along with Manilla

have contributed a total of $6,050.

Terry Brown and his assistant PDG Brian Wheatley, Rotary Club

of Lismore, wish to continue to fund these vouchers until later

this year when spring arrives. Current plans are for vouchers to

the value of $10,000 to go to Dairy farmers and the same to

Beef famers.

Each farmer receives a printed voucher with the name of the

club that donated the money for the voucher. 

Therefore, I would encourage clubs and individuals to consider

donating to this very worthwhile Rotary initiative. Please

contact Terry or Brian, they are great to work with and would

be pleased to hear from you. 

A good idea is worth nothing unless it is acted upon and Rotary

certainly has the resources to make things happen. 
Thanks for that great idea, John.

Jim Brown
Incoming Secretary
Rotary Club of Manilla 










